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Agenda

• Background
• Vision
• The Campus Plan
• Questions



Campus – history

2001-2020



Last update in 2012

Economic Drivers
• Demand for skilled workforce to support new and 

existing industries for economic growth
• Recognized increase in Trades, Research, Science 

and Technology, Business and Healthcare
• Adjusted academic pillars

Development Drivers
• Blatchford Finalization on Land Parcel
• Bus-Barn Land acquisition
• City initiatives for Hangar
• Finalization of LRT alignment
• Completion of CAT + PIC Buildings
• Series of restacks + moves

City Requirement
• City of Edmonton Requirement for

Blatchford Deal

Why update the 
Campus 
Development Plan?



Institutional Vision

NAIT is a polytechnic that offers:

• technology-based education;
• applied research;
• hands-on teaching;
• industry-woven pedagogy.

Rooted in lifelong learning, NAIT stands on four 
programmatic pillars: 

• science, technology, environment; 
• health;
• trades; 
• business.



NAIT 2020 CDP Mission 

• to provide a framework for campus development, 
informed by the physical, demographic, temporal, 
pedagogical, and industry contexts of NAIT;

• to foster technology-based education, applied
research, hands-on teaching, and an industry-
woven pedagogy, in support of its programmatic 
pillars;

• to balance the continuously evolving nature of NAIT’s 
circumstances with the need to create an enduring, 
memorable place rooted in this region.



URBANISM

PERMEABILITY

ADAPTABILITY

COMMUNITY
OF LEARNING

Approach
The Plan is framed by 4 Goals, each one is further translated into a series of Guiding Principles, to 
provide a greater degree of specificity. 
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The Campus Plan



NAIT Precincts

Future LRT Station



Precincts

Porosity + 
Blended 
Uses



Framework
Elements

1. GREENBELT 2. CIRCULATION

3. EDGES 4. NODES 5. GATEWAYS



Public Realm Green Belt

• One formal, large, green space that will 
become the distinguishable open space that 
is associated with NAIT throughout the 
region;

• A linear gesture reaching across the campus 
and symbolizing the interconnectedness 
across academic programs and with the 
community of Blatchford.



Public Realm

Foster circulation routes 
that mix pedestrian 
and vehicular uses by 
treating them as mixed-
use corridors.

Use elements such as: 
• rolled curbs
• textured ground 

plane
• landscaping features 

bollards
• other complete street 

treatments.

106 Street promenade & corridor



Public Realm

The NAIT Plaza:

• Provide a zone that will become 
a public transportation hub, as 
this is where pedestrians or 
cyclists become transit users;

• Act as the place of arrival from 
the Blatchford Town Centre;

• Provide a gateway for transit 
users, and therefore a public 
face of the campus.



Public Realm Winter Design Principles

• Strategies to block wind
• Maximize exposure to sunlight
• Use color and materiality
• Visual interest with light
• Winter Infrastructure



Future Build-out

NAIT 2021 NAIT 2050



Discussion and Questions
Open House – Campus Development Plan Update

Thank you!

NAIT



Future Build-out

NAIT 2021 NAIT 2050



Questions:

NAIT

1. What interests or excites you the most about 
what we have shared today about the Campus 
Development Plan?



Questions:

NAIT

2. How do you think NAIT’s long term 
development plans for the campus will impact 
you?



Questions:

NAIT

3. How do you see yourself interacting with the 
campus in the future as it evolves? 



Questions:

NAIT

4. Which components of the future campus do 
you think will be most important to your 
experience as a NAIT user?
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