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Purpose/ Background
NAIT is committed to protecting the health and safety of Community Members accessing
our campuses. NAIT and all NAIT Community Members have obligations to ensure the health
and safety of everyone who attends our NAIT campuses. Vaccination against COVID-19 is the
most effective means to prevent the spread of COVID-19, to prevent outbreaks on our campus,
and to protect our Community Members.
This procedure provides guidance on the rights and obligations of students in relation to
vaccination against COVID-19.
This procedure shall be reviewed regularly and at least every six (6) months to ensure alignment
with public health measures and regulations and to confirm it adequately covers the health and
safety risks it addresses.

2.0

Definitions
Term
Approved for on-campus
attendance
Balance of Probabilities

Community Members
Fully vaccinated against
COVID-19

Definition
A community member is fully in compliance with NAIT’s vaccine policy
and has the required vaccine(s) and submitted valid proof of vaccination
status or received an approved accommodation.
The evidentiary standard used at NAIT. This standard requires that when
all available evidence is reviewed, whatever the evidence suggests is
most likely to have happened is considered to be true. Also known as
Preponderance of Evidence.
Members of the NAIT Board of Governors, employees, students,
contractors, tenants, volunteers and visitors
A community member who
(a) has received two doses of a vaccine considered valid by the World
Health Organization (WHO) in a two dose COVID-19 vaccine series
or one dose of a vaccine considered valid by the WHO in a one dose
COVID-19 vaccine series and
(b) for whom fourteen (14) days have elapsed since the date on which
the person received the second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine
considered valid by the WHO of a two dose series or one dose of
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NAIT Property
On-Campus Attendance

Student
Valid proof of vaccination
status

3.0

the COVID-19 vaccine considered valid by the WHO in a one dose
vaccine series.
All buildings, vehicles and/or land owned or leased by NAIT or otherwise
under NAIT’s control and management.
On-campus attendance includes any reason that a person may be on
NAIT campuses or property or participate in NAIT activites in-person.
Individuals who come to campus to seek services, attend classes, shops
or labs, participate in events, etc. are all considered to have “on-campus
attendance”.
For the purposes of this Policy and Procedure, a person is considered a
‘student’ from the moment they are enrolled in a program or course
until they have graduated or completed.
A paper or electronic record from the health provider who administered
the vaccine or a government issued record of the student’s COVID-19
vaccination history.

Procedures
3.1

3.2

Vaccination Requirements
3.1.1

Effective November 1, 2021, all students must be approved for on-campus
attendance in order to attend any NAIT campus, property or event.

3.1.2

Students in exclusively online programs will not be required to be fully
vaccinated against COVID-19. However, if at any point, or for any reason, a
student studying exclusively online is required to attend any NAIT campus,
property or event, they will be required to abide by NAIT’s COVID-19 vaccination
policy and the COVID-19 Student procedure.

3.1.3

Students in programs that do not have an online pathway to completion will be
required to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19. Any student who is registered
in a program that does not have an online pathway to completion and who is
unable to meet the approved for on-campus attendance expectations will be
withdrawn from the program.

3.1.4

Any student who is registered in any course that includes any on-campus
attendance component and who is unable to meet the approved for on-campus
attendance expectations will be withdrawn from any courses that include an oncampus attendance component and any related co-requisites regardless of
whether or not the co-requisite has on-campus requirements. On campus
attendance requirements are reviewed each semester.

Approved for on-campus Attendance
3.2.1

For fall, 2021, the process required to be approved for on-campus attendance is
provided on NAIT’s COVID-19 microsite.

3.2.2

As of November 8th, 2021, any student who is registered in any course that
includes any on-campus attendance component and who has not been
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approved for on-campus attendance will be withdrawn from any courses that
include an on-campus attendance component and any related co-requisites
regardless of whether or not the co-requisite has on-campus requirements.
3.2.3

3.3

Valid Proof of Vaccination Process
3.3.1

3.4

Beyond fall, 2021, the following must be adhered to:
3.2.3.1 Students enrolled in degree, diploma and certificate and upgrading
programs must be approved for on-campus attendance no later than
the tuition payment deadline associated with their term start.
3.2.3.2 Students enrolled in apprenticeship programs must be approved for
on campus attendance four weeks prior to the start of their program.
3.2.3.3 Students enrolled in continuing education must be approved for oncampus attendance by class start. If an accommodation is required
for on-campus attendance, continuing education students must have
an accommodation approval prior to registration.

In order to facilitate vaccine validation, NAIT will be relying on functionality
embedded in the NAIT Alert app.

Learning Accommodation
3.4.3

NAIT will reasonably accommodate learners, to the point of undue hardship,
who cannot receive a COVID-19 vaccine due to any protected grounds in the
Alberta Human Rights Act. Some examples are:
3.4.1.1 Religious Accommodations will be granted to individuals who can
demonstrate that receiving a COVID-19 vaccine would be contrary to a
closely held belief that is supported by a recognized faith group.
“Demonstrate” means that they must have a COVID-19 Religious
Accommodation Form completed by their faith leader providing
evidence of adherence to the tenets of the religious faith/belief.
“Recognized Faith Group” means a legally recognized faith group
registered as a charity with the Government of Canada. Since not all
faith groups will be registered with the Government of Canada, the
COVID-19 Religious Accommodation Form allows faith leaders to submit
supplemental information that ensures a belief is closely held, and that
the request is being submitted in good faith, is not fictitious, capricious,
or an artifice.
3.4.1.2 Medical Accommodations will be granted to individuals who can
demonstrate, via NAIT’s COVID-19 Vaccine Medical Accommodation
Form, completed by a recognized medical professional as identified by
the Government of Alberta’s public health orders, that they are
medically unable to receive a COVID-19 vaccination.
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Accommodation forms are expected to be filled out in accordance with
guidance issued by the Alberta College of Surgeons and Physicians.
3.5

Process for Requesting Accommodations:
3.5.1

Students who are requesting an accommodation based on protected grounds
must fill out the student accommodation request form in the NAIT Alert app.
They will be contacted by a NAIT Student Advisor with information on specific
requirements for their accommodation application.

3.5.2

Accommodation requests must be received by NAIT early enough to provide
ample time for accommodation decisions to be made.
3.5.2.1 DDCP and apprenticeship students who have a program start date up to
and including March 5, 2022 should initiate a vaccine accommodation
request no later than November 5th, 2021. Students who submit
requests after November 5, 2021 may have limited options available.
3.5.2.2 All DDCP and apprenticeship students who have a program start date
after March 5th, 2022 should submit their accommodation request at
least four months in advance of the program start date to ensure all
available options can be explored. Requests received later than four
months before the program start date may limit the options available to
students.

3.5.3

For accommodations due to medical reasons, specific medical documentation is
required. Upon receipt of the required documentation, NAIT will review the
medical documentation to determine if a medical accommodation is granted
based on protected grounds.

3.5.4

For accommodations due to religious reasons, specific documentation is
required. Upon receipt of required documentation, NAIT will review the
religious documentation to determine if a religious accommodation is granted
based on protected grounds.

3.5.5

NAIT will endeavour to make the accommodation process happen as quickly as
possible, with a goal of rendering accommodation decisions within 10 business
days of receipt of the fully completed documentation. However, this timeline is
subject to operational demands and as such, if NAIT is unable to render an initial
decision within 10 business days, the student will be informed of this potential
delay within this 10 business day window.
3.5.4.1 After October 8, 2021, any students waiting for an accommodation
decision must continue to provide a negative rapid test result every 72
hours in order to be approved for on-campus activity.

3.5.6

To continue to prioritize the health and safety of NAIT community members
accessing our campuses, if a student is provided with a vaccine accommodation
and is therefore not vaccinated, the student must continue to provide rapid
testing results every 72 hours. Where an accommodation has been approved,
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NAIT will assume the costs for the rapid testing.
3.6

Appeals
3.6.1

Process for appealing accommodation decisions:
3.6.1.1 Students whose accommodation requests under this procedure are
denied can only file an appeal of the accommodation decision on one or
more of the following grounds:
•
Procedural error: This procedure was not followed. The student
must provide a written, detailed explanation of how this procedure
was not followed.
• New information: Relevant new information has arisen that could
not have been presented earlier and the information may affect the
accommodation decision. The student must submit supporting
documents to explain why the information could not have been
presented earlier, as well as an explanation of how the new
information may affect the accommodation decision.
• Unfairness based on documentation provided: The accommodation
decision is substantively unfair based on the documentation
provided in support of the accommodation request.
3.6.1.2 A student may appeal the accommodation decision by emailing
StudentVaccineAppeals@nait.ca within 10 business days of receiving
their withdrawal notice. The appeal will be reviewed and a decision
rendered by NAIT’s Student Vaccine Appeals team using a “balance of
probabilities” standard. The Student Vaccine Appeals team decision is
final.

3.6.2

Process for appealing withdrawal decisions:
3.6.2.1 Students who are withdrawn from a course due to a failure to comply
with this procedure can only file an appeal of the withdrawal on one or
more of the following grounds:
• Procedural error: This procedure was not followed. The student
must provide a written, detailed explanation of how the procedure
was not followed.
• New information: Relevant new information has arisen that could
not have been presented earlier and the information may affect the
withdrawal decision. The student must submit supporting
documents to explain why the information could not have been
presented earlier, as well as an explanation of how the new
information may affect the withdrawal decision.
3.6.2.2 A student may appeal the withdrawal decision by emailing
StudentVaccineAppeals@nait.ca within 10 business days of receiving
their withdrawal notice. The appeal will be reviewed and a decision
rendered by NAIT’s Student Vaccine Appeals team using a “balance of
probabilities” standard. The Student Vaccine Appeals team decision is
final.
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3.7

Non-Compliance
3.7.1

4.0

All students have the responsibility to abide by expectations formally and
informally communicated by NAIT staff. This procedure is considered a formal
expectation, and upon publication, it will be considered to have been
communicated to students. Any student who is suspected of not being in
compliance with this procedure will be referred to the Student Resolution Office
for follow up as per the Student Rights and Responsibilities Policy and its
associated procedures.

Exceptions to the Procedure
Exceptions to this procedure must be documented and formally approved by the Procedure
Owner.
Procedure exceptions must include:
• The nature of the exception
• A reasonable explanation for why the procedure exception is required
• Confirmation that the exception aligns with the general principles
• Any risks created by the procedure exception and how they will be managed.
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Related Documents
Student Rights and Responsibilities Policy (SR 1.0)
Student Resolution Office Activation Procedure (SR 1.1)
Formal Adjudication Procedure (SR 1.4)
Document History
Date
November 21, 2021
November 9, 2021
November 5, 2021
November 2, 2021

Action/ Change
Added 3.1.3
3.5.2 added information about reduced options; 3.6.1.2 and 3.6.2.2.
changed decision maker to Student Vaccine Appeals team
Changed contact info in 3.6.1.2 and 3.6.2.2 to
StudentVaccineAppeals@nait.ca
Added 3.5.2
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