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Nazim Merali joined NAIT as vice-president administration and chief financial officer on 
December 19, 2022, after serving in the role on an interim basis since September 26, 2022. 

Nazim has more than 30 years of experience in strategic financial leadership across the post-
secondary, healthcare and manufacturing industries. He brings to NAIT a wealth of 
knowledge in finance operations, change management, governance and business growth.  

In 2007, Nazim started his own consulting firm, providing business expertise to companies as 
they navigate new challenges and changing customer expectations. He is also an 
entrepreneur in the IT industry, founding uDIGIT Systems in 2004 – a company that provides 
cost-effective shared systems services to post-secondary institutes in Canada.  

Nazim has a strong track record of leading organizations through complex financial and 
operational transformations.  

Prior to NAIT, he served as the interim vice-president finance and administration and senior 
advisor to the president at Northwestern Polytechnic. Nazim was the vice-president 
transformation at the Walters Group, the largest steel fabricator in Ontario, and oversaw the 
strategic realignment of its business operations. He also served as CFO for the Edmonton-
based steel company, Waiward Steel, where he provided fiscal and operational leadership.  

Before starting his own businesses, Nazim spent seven years as the CFO and associate vice-
president at the University of Alberta and another eight years as the CFO at Caritas Health 
Group. He began his career as an auditor, first at the Government of Alberta and later at the 
Misericordia Community Hospital.  

Nazim has also volunteered his time in the community, serving in various capacities for 
groups such as Goodwill and the United Way.  

At NAIT, Nazim is the key steward of financial performance and provides strategic leadership 
to Finance and Corporate Services, Risk Management Services, Information and Technology 
Services, Facilities Management and Development and General Counsel.   

Nazim is a Chartered Professional Accountant and earned a Bachelor of Commerce from the 
University of Alberta. 


